ABSTRACT

WA-I-027 Mid 19th Century
Farm Complex

Funkstown Vicinity

private

This farmstead would appear to date from the
mid 19th century. The two story, five bay farmhouse
and stone end barn are typical examples of the period.
The late 19th century accretions to the house are rather
elaborate and should be noted as part of its architectural
history. The house has two front doors which could sug-
gest dual usage, and the owner related a story that it
also served as an inn.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This complex is located along U. S. Route 40-A just south of Funkstown in Washington County,
Maryland. The house stands at the west edge of the road, facing east while the barn, on the
opposite side of the road, faces south.

The house is a two story, five bay brick building resting on low stone foundations. A one
story brick wing with frame additions extends to the rear or west. Flemish bonding is used
at the front elevation with American or common bond construction at the side and rear walls.
Flat arches of brick are present above the window and door openings.

Windows and doors appear to have been placed symmetrically in the front wall. First story
windows appear to have been elongated during the late 19th century. Most have two over two
pane sashes, the upper panes being curved to form double arches. At the rear of the house

a nine over six sash remains. To most of the narrow window frames are attached shutters with
movable louvers.

Entrances are located in the second and fourth bays of the front elevation. The original
doors appear to have been replaced but the framing remains including transoms which have

been enclosed. A 20th century gable roofed one story porch extends from the three centr.
bays of the front elevation.

A massive Italianate bracketed cornice has been added to the front elevation and to the cor-
ners of the rear of the house. To accommodate this woodwork the lower part of the roof was
extended at a new angle. The roof extends for some distance beyond the end walls of the house
A large brick chimney protrudes from inside the north end wall and a smaller chimney from
ingide the south end. Another is located inside the end wall of the wing.

Across the road from the house is the stone end barn which includes grainaries as part of the
main structure. Typically it has vertical ventilator slits in its end walls. A rectangular
indentation in the west gable appears to have been made for a date tablet. Any information
inscribed there could not be read. A pair of tile silos stand behind the barn, Modern barms
and other outbuildings are associated with the complex as well.

The property includes TL4.63 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This farmstead would appear to date from the mid 19th century. The two story, five bay farm-

house and stone end barn are typical examples of the period.

The late 19th century accretions

to the house are rather elaborate and should be noted as part of its architectural history.
The house has two front doors which could suggest dual usage, and the owner related a story
that it also served as an inn. The close proximity of the house to the national pike makes

this explanation plausable,

—
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